
NATIONAL iINTELLIGENCER.

EUBOPIiiN PUBLIC OPINION.

It will nut be furguttcu by our regular readers
that during the last winter we published some in¬

tercepted correspondence between Mr. J. P. Ben¬

jamin, the Confederate Secretary o^ State, and
Mr. SUDKLL, thi Confederate emissary in Paris,"
respecting au alleged plot on the part of certain
commercial agents of France to separate the Stato
of Texas from the Southern Confederacy. The

suspicions of the insurgent Secretary were entirely
unfounded, but this correspondence, under another
of its beads, proved conclusively (what, however,
was well kuowu before) that the Confederates were

making large use of money to control tho Euro¬

pean press. In his letter o? December 18, 1802,
to Mr. l>e Leon, (addressed to the care of Mr. Sli-
dell,) Mr. Benjamin urged the extension of the
" field of his operations," so as to embrace, if pos¬
sible, thp press of Central Europe in his campaign,
and he promise 1 to send him an eirly remit¬

tance, &c.
Comiuentingon these developments in a despatch

under d.ite'of February 13, IK6M, Mr. Dayton,
our Minister at Paris, wrote as follows :

" Tbe insurgents have tftkeu au enlarged, and, I think,
a very intelligent view of tbe requirement* of their por¬
tion, and have acted upon it from tbe beginning. While

prosecuting their campaign at home, they have at no time
failed to remember that public Nentuuent abroad would
have much to do with tbe.ir ultimate success or deleat.

' They have spared no money or means, therefore, in their

attempt* to mould this sentiment in Europe to their pur¬
poses "

If the insurgents may be justly said to have taken
11 an enlarged and very intelligent view of the re¬

quirements of their position" when they sought,
or still seek, to buy the support of a venal press in

Europe, it will be readily understood that Mr.

Dayton speaks exclusively of tbe requirements of
their position as " insurgents," compelled to adopt
any rosort, however exceptionable, to bolster up
their cause. We are sure every reader in the

Loyal States will concur in the opinion that,
speaking for an established Government which re-

spccts itself, as the condition of deserving and chal-

lenging'the respect of other natrons, Mr. Secretary
Seward appropriately interpreted the thought of

the country when, in reply to the) suggestion of
Mr. Dayton, he wrote as follows, under date of

last March 2d :

" We have indeed suffered severely by & mercenary
combination of political agencies for influencing public
opinion in Europe against us But tbe evil is probably
much h as than it would have been if we had followed the

insurgents into the market to compete with them for venal

support among the organs of public opiuii n. Tbe honor
and good name of tbe Government have been preserved
aud it* virtue maintained."

THE REBELS AND KING COTTON.

The Confederates are slowly learning sons? things.
After their three years' terrible experience they are even

coming to doubt the omnipotence of King Cotton, the

.overe gn to whom they bowed, and to whom tbey de¬

clared tbe whole world must bow. They began the

rebellion with the belief and the declaration that, if need

be, tbey could bring not only the North, but Europe to

t«rms, by rutting off tbe supply of cotton. What graphic
pictures tney drew of the desolate appearance which the

manufacturing towns ou both sides of the Atlantic would

present, of the sutlering and the starvation of the opera¬

tives. and of the riots and anarchy which would ensue

| But they have begun to see their folly and mistake. They
hav-;* learned that they do not bold the world in bondsge

**
to them. The Richmond papers have all recently bet n

discussing the «ubject The Enquirer thu* speaks .

"This theory of o>.'r Southern statesmen has been fairly
and fully U-sted For t£."«*' P*". we, with com

mend able self-denial, forb.rne llje ".« '.( tkese sleeping
energies of which we are poBKessr"?.- King Cotton has
been bound down in dnnbli irons.Linco.'*1 bWkaders.
whilst we embargo this unfortunate arbiter of eivn.'*ation.
Our policy, subordinated to Lincoln's policy, Holds this
captive monarch in solitary confinement, there to waste
in neglect and di«ea*e. Meanwhile the machinery of tbe
world is ,'a*t adapting itself to fabrics from other mate¬
rials, and, wbeu our king is restored to liberty, a thousand
intere«t« will obstruct his resumption to power
"This experience of three years is now au open book,

inviting our earn* at study. 11 a« this disuse of cotton.
this wilful imprisonment of our own powers by our own

Government.forced recognition from foreign nations?
If this book of experience teaches us any thing, it teaches
us one thing never to be forgotten Cotton,- to he king,
must be free to act and play his part on tbe theatre of the
industrial world. At large and in unre»train*d freedom,
every where to visit the shops of iudustry, this Southern
monarch wi»ld« an almost undisputed sceptre. But
chained up by blockadera and pinioned to the earth by our

own embargoes, this mighty potentate, like the Stuarts
or Bourboos, becomes an uuhonored sham and an empty
pretenaioD.

" Cotton as a prisoner, cettoii in confinement, cotton
hid in swauips-or burnt in depots, has brought us no re¬

lief.it ban procured us no influence in the counsels of
foreigo nations. L«t us, therefore, abandon a policy that

yields this harvest of domestic ruin, aud onlv bears for ns

theae fruits of uational abatement abroad It is most evi
deut that we cannot coerce foreign nations by withholding
cotton from their workshops The empire of cotton exists
only in its use, and ceases w hen it is withdrawn from com¬

merce. Let us partially change our administrative policy
in resp» ct to the great staples of cotton, tobacco, Krid naval
storea Ivet us freely license the export of tbe«e prime
necessities, and give them tr-e passage though our lint s in
aoy direction, and to any market that individual enterprise
uisy elect."

In another article tbe Enquirer says that Confederate

currency ha« nearly lost its purchasing power, and that
the use of the strong arm of impressment has almost failed,
and in a few months mora will have lost its potency alto¬

gether. It, therefore, recommends that tbe cotton strid

tobacco which tbe Government bold be exchanged for

supplies for the army. The Richmond Whig strongly
urges the adoption of the plan. If this suggestion of ths
Richmond journalists is adopted, as it probably will be,
tbe European bidders of the cotton loan will be very roach
interested in hearing of tbe fact This cotton, which it ia

proposed to exchange for food, is tbe very cottin which
i« pledged for the payment of the loan The agents who
went abroad to negotiate the loan took great paini to as

¦ure the purchasers that the cotton was sale from our

troops, that it was carefully afore.I in sheds remote from
other buildings, and so m little danger of being bnrnt
But they did not, so far as we know, furnish any guaranty
that tbe rebel Government would not use it for some other

purpose than that specified..I'rnridrmce Journal

CAPTURE OF THE STEAMER CUMBERLAND.
Tbe Navy Department has received information of the

capture of the Anglo-reb-l steamer Cumberland, on the
6th inatant, by the United States steamer De Soto Her
cargo consists largely of arms and munitions of war, and
it ia confidently stated that the vessel was intended to be¬
come a rebel privateer She arrived in Havana late in
September last, and commenced making extensive altera¬
tions She sailed on the itlst of January, but was run

into Manel by one of our gunboats. She »a led again on

tbe 31, interning to try the blockade at Mobile. The.De
Soto captured her alter a chase of less than two hours.
She is a vessel of about 70U tons, and reported to be fast

THE RE ENLISTMENT OF VETERANS.
Tbe Secretary of War has decided that the term three

fourths, used in connexion with veteran regiments, means

three-fourths of the organisation serving together, and

/ does not include men absent in prisons, hospitals, or con¬

valescent camps. Men belonging to veteran regiments
wbo have not served two years, arid consequently do not

eome within the limits of re enlistment, will be permitted
to g" on furlough with tbe main body of the regiment, in
case it goes as an ori<anii*tion, provided they agree to re-

enlist as a«.Ofl as they eou»e within the limits. Men who
cotne within tbe limits, yet decline to re enlist, will not be

granted furloughs.

* MK. AMBROSE'S LBTEKR6.
^ LiE'fTBK Vlis «-r tt* '/

REBELLION.
January, 1864.

Mv Deau Ida. Sea ion : Alter an iuUrval of some

mouths, during which I have foreborue to continue the*e

.peculation* upon the character aud motive* of the rebel¬
lion, froiu a conviction that the atirriog military avent* of
that period had too much excited the publio miad to

allow me a patient reader, I now reaume my taak, not
without *ome doubt that, in the phraae of the day, we

have got pant the period of argument, and will endure only
the appeal to action.

In the preceding letter* I had occaaion to aay much of
Secession and Revolution, and to ahow the different cate»

giries in which they respectively place the war waged by
the South. It require* no great inaight to perceive the

relation which these two ideaa, considered aa motive* of
conduct, have t<> the question of mere right and wrong in
this conflict. Iu that view they have a notable signifi¬
cance, aud stand very wide apart. I recur to them now

to make some remark* ou that point, aud to note the alter¬
nate uae the parti*an* of the South have made of these
tw.i topic* a* pertuasives in aid of their project to destroy
the Union.
By the opporluue uveof both, as occasion favored, they

have increased the popularity of their cause. They would
have failed if they had been compelled to present it to
their people singly. upon either of the two. Neither ae-

ceasion alone, nor revolution alone, would have found that
undivided' rupport which is essential to sucoess. In
that storm of excitement raised by their chiefs at the be¬
ginning of the strife, and in the flurry of that vainglorious,
and, 1 might say, insolent spirit of defianoe, that contemptu¬
ous disparagement of the North as a selfish, vulgar, and
craven people, over whom they promised an easy victory
and a short war, the Southern masses were hurried along
into the irrevocable step of rebellion. Few stopped to

weigh the excuse for such a step, but listened with willing
ear to every pretext, however false or feeble, in it* justifi¬
cation which partisanship or political bigotry could sug¬
gest. The multitude were inowpable of any accurate or

conscientious opinion on the subject; all were anxious to
take a quick part in the coming fray, not doubting for a

moment that the pre-ordained feat was to be accomplished
with little more expenditure of means than the show of
fore* and a swaggering boast of certain triumph. Thus
it came that we saw the instant exhibition of that martial

array which astonished the world by it* magnitude and the
sober thinking people of the Loyal State* by it* madness.
All that host that came into the field, and that great re¬

serve which stood behind it at home, claimed the vindica¬
tion of their conduct on one or the other of these mo¬

tive!.often in tie avowal of both. They professed seces¬

sion, or revolution, or both, quite indifferent to the moral
responsibility inferred by either.

I have observed many persons, whose previous educa¬
tion and habit of opinion bad committed them against the
doctrine of secession, seizing with avidity upon what they
were glad to call a right of revolution, too plainly as a

mere lalvo to bring their easily aatiafied consciences into
accord with their foregone resolve to embark in the rebel¬
lion. They imagined they had found a complete justifica
tiou in so wretched a sell deceit as this, even for a deed ao

portentous as that of rending their country into frag¬
ments. They did not deign to question themselves whe¬
ther their revolution bad a single plea to redeem it from
the disgrace of an immeasurable crime. It wa< enough to
call it " revolution," and thenceforth treason became
transmuted into a virtue. " You are very much mistaken,
sir," said a young Marylander, conversing with ao ac¬

quaintance in Washington, just after that famous nine¬

teenth of April, speaking with exultation of that bloody
scene iu the streets of Baltimore, in which cititeu sol¬
diers, whilst peaceably marching through, in obedience to
law, and in the performance of honorable duty, were fero¬
ciously set upon and murdered.the young spokesman bim-
s-lf scarcely concealing his own participation iu the affair,
but describing it aa a heroic exploit." you are much mis-
t then wheu you call this a riot. No, air; it was a rtvolu-
lion Mar) laud does not go for secession, she goes or

revolution." All thought of crime had, of courae, vanisb-
el from hia mind. Hia heart was full of war. lie was

ready to deaolate every field in Maryland aud convert ber
chief city into a blackened ruin. Revolution.with what
excuse for it T.had been installed The uext step was to

make it glorious with carnage '

With such a flippant aud silly casuistry aa thia, how
many thousand* have imbrued their band* in the blood of

their brethren!
I have seen other*, not quite bold enough to outlsce the

opin: .'« "IH community in which tbay lived, by an open
avowal of a p:.'rDO*e of revolution.there being ati I aouie

prudent auapicion that the people of the neighOorhood
were not yet maddened up to the delusion of believing in

the tyranny of our free Government.who have gradually
slid into the doctrine of aeceaaion aa the only ahift left

them to gratify a love for political excitement and to fur¬

nish a pretext for joining the ranks of comrade* who had

fired their imagination with visions of honor and hopes of

personal reward to be won over the prostrate body of

their bleeding country. In such case the feeble plea of

secession.once called the peactful process of change.
wai held to justify all that wild violence which preluded
and challenged the measure* taken by the Government for

it* own defence.
I will not say that there are uot large number* of per-

¦on* in the South who have given their aid to this destruc¬
tive war on more honest grounds. It i« not credible that
in a conflict of such momentous issue* whole communities
should rush into it with such earnest ^eal a* atir* tb« heart

of the Southern Statea, arid should pursue it with such
brsve persevt^snce, through such an rxperience of suf¬
fering and sacrifice, as we now witoeas, without being sus¬

tained by some very vivid conviction of right and duty.
We know too well arid deplore too poignantly the fact that
in those ranks are found many men adorned with the best

qualities that UMially inspire respect and confidence.
Their armies and their council* jre full of them. They
do us a gre.nt injustice if they think we undorrftte either
their sincerity or tbeir personal worth. How joyoualy
would we welcome them back ti> that brotherhood which

they have ao recklessly broken ! But all history warns us

that the virtue of strife is not to be judged by the fervor
of its champion* n<»r by the earnestness of their oonvic
lions. A false principle, unhappily, more poteotly invokes
the passionate vindication of mankind than a true one. It

wages a fiereer war: but, in the end. is surest of over¬

throw. When it is broU|,ht into conflict with the senti-

meut of a society as powerful as its »wti tfce very hazard

of its a**«rtjon present* a danger which convert* it into »

passion that so diatnuiper* the mind aa to make reflection

hopeless. Many good uwu of He South have been awept
from their feet by this impulse as by a whirlwind.

It is very difficult U> find the means of friendly approach
in a rebellion like this to that slass of men I have just de¬

scribed.men who, with booest convictions have fallen
into the error of fal*e opinion through temperament or

local influence or jiom* ply of early educatioa. The wrong-
bended are proverbially obstinate even in the debate* of

tranquil life; they are proportionately hope|#sa of peraua
.mri in tb« great turmoils of public affair* wb*n paaaiod
stimulate* the heart aud inflame* the pride of tbe mind.

In looking to this description of really earnest cham¬

pions of tbe South we shall 6nd them, like the others, divid¬
ed between the two motives to whiah I ha** referred

There are not a few of the most authoritative of thepe
champions who, by sonic strange aberration winch almost
amounts to an idiosyncrasy, have grown up in the conscien¬
tious belie1 that our national Union was uever, and never

meant to be, any thing better than a rope of san<i.tfas*
feeblest voluntary compact, unguarded by a single defence
against the superior power of the States; that no one

owed it allegianae.«ot even the poor respect i»f refer¬
ence; that no Stat* owed it obedience any further than
suited its own Convemenoe Such a fanay must naturally
engender contempt for the Union whenever a contingency
might arise to bring it into conflict with Htate pretension.
We may trace this extraordinary doctrine to apolitical vice

which has been nursed mi the peculiar constitution of South¬
ern society, snd which has given tbe predominant hue |o
all characteiistic Southern opinion ; that most perni^ioo*
vice of an exorbitant and engroaaing State pride.a senti¬

ment which, we may *ay, Is Dot only dangerous, but fatal

to any just estimate or couocptiou of the uatioual supre¬
macy.

I do not atop bero to consider the aouroe, the extent or

the influences of thia sentiment. 1 have only to remark that
it take* hold of much of the Southern uiiud with the grasp
aud quality of a great egotism, creating au emotion of aelf-

glorification in thoae who foater it aud breediug ideaa of

aectioual aud peraoual supeiionty which make them jeal-
oua of tbe National Government, and in a certain sense un¬

friendly to all who look upon it aa a paramount power.
They habitually degrade the Union in the common esteem

of their circle, reduce their politica to the ataudard of a

narrow provincialiam, and disqualify themselves for that

comprehensive statesmanship which embrace* a catholic
love of country.
We have been accuatomed in past time.long before thia

aad commotion had ruffled the surface of our peaceful life

.to amile at aome of tbe phaaes of character which thia
aentiment had impreaaed upon a claaa of country gentle¬
men very frequently encountered in tbe older Stutea of the
South. Many a mau of thia worahipful order, jocund and

complacent in the poaaeasiou of the patriarchal dignity
and influence of hereditary bondamen and acre*, has been

pleasantly noted, in those innocent days, fur a constitu¬
tional dogmatism on the queation of the supreme sovereignty
of the State, and for the radiant self-satisfaction with which
he waa wont to demonstrate the ahallowneaa of that pesti¬
lent fallacy which, be affirmed, ao often mialed the logic of

Congreaa and muddied tbe brains of Webater and Clay.
and even, he was aorry to say, of Marahall and Madison.
the fallacy, namely, of suppoaiug that the United States
could lawfully aspire to the grandeur of a nation. Centra¬
lization waa the phantom which appeared especially to
haunt tbe minda of theae worthy gentlemen. " We are

plunging into tbe gulfof centralization," was their comniou
warning. If, in making this dogma clear, they were some¬

what incomprehensible or even tedious, they were always
earnest and, in their own judgment, infallible.
But whilat this State pride did no greater harm, in our

earlier aud happier era, than the producing thia crop of

impracticable di&lecticiana, whose obstructive philosophy
waa constantly overleaped by the general good sense of the
naticn, and whom tbe country could hfl'ord to endure, and
even to flatter, for the good-natured honeaty of their opin¬
ions, it his, in this later and sadder day, converted its once

innocuoua votaries into seditious plotter* against the com¬

mon peace, and, by rapid transition, into fierce aoldiera and
implacable rebels. It haa now become apparent tbat thia
exceaaive pride of State haa been ailently, for half a cen¬

tury or more, aowing tbe aeeds of that dreadful atrife uf
which the present generation is reaping the harvest.

All of this class of thinkers whom I have sought to char¬
acterise by their extravagant devotion to a distorted ideal
of the ascendant position of the State in our political ays-
tem, and by their peraoual aentiment of State pride and ita
corollaries of State rights, aa these are magnified by the
lena of Southern opinion, are, by natural eonaequence and
fair deduction from their antecedents, out and ont aeces-

aionists, honestly consistent in their faith, and who do not

pretend to or desire other justification for their participa¬
tion in the present disturbance than that which they find
In their owu philosophy.
There is another claas, the counterpart to theae, equally

aincere in their conviction, wholly opposed to thia theory
of secession, wholly unstricken by this inordinate estimate
of the State, who are tifHicted with a hallucin ition even

more mischievous. They are men who hate wrought
themselves to the belief that the National Government has
already grown to be a monster of such horrid proportions
and propensities as to be no longer endurable by a free
people ; that it haa been perverted.to use their own lan

guage.into " a consolidated denpotmm," under the pres¬
sure of whiae malignant power all liberty, cuil and religi-
oua, is doomed to be crushed out; tbat the representative
syatern no longer affords space for the expression of the
popular will as a defence against executive ambition; that
State organizations are no longer barrier-* almost National
encroachments, and that tbe President and his party are

not only the absolute lords of tbe ascendant, but tbat their
power is destined to be perpetual and universal. Such
are the spectres that have afirighted the imagination of
these meu and moved them to the melancholy conviction
that nothiug short of a bloody revolution can rescue them
and their generations from the gra>p of this inexorable
tyranny. Nothing, therefore, in their view, is more

righteous, mauly, and patriotic than a stern appeal to the
sword as a redress for their wrongs, in Lbis excited tern-
per tbey rush into th . m»/s< of revolution, with ihe sincere
hope of bring able to regain their lout liberties in a new

confederacy, enlightened and sustained by tbe tolerant aud
freedom-loving nature of Southern opinion, and founded on

the sacred corner-stone of unlimited African slavery
Both of these opposite groups of thinkers are now pro¬

foundly in earnest in this conflict, resolved to do or die;
and, what is certainly calculated to excite the wonder of
an unconcerned spectator, are quite in harmony with each
other, acting together for a common end, apparently un

conscious of their divergence of creed, and the trouble
tbey might expect to find, in the eveut of success, to ad¬
minister to their mutual satisfaction the form of govern¬
ment they have unanimously adopted.
Kbw, it ia to be remarked that, whilst tbe master spirits

of this furious war have seen the value and taken advan-
tage of these alternate agencies w^ich have been so busy in

stirring up the people to a revolt against the Government;
and whilst tbey have lost no opportunity to encourage this
variety of motive, and have plied every artifioe of seduc¬
tion or force to lure, drive, or drag impetuous manhood
and crednh.us age, no less than pliant youth, into fatal al
liance with the crime of treason by every argument adapt
.d to tbe prejudices, scruplt-s, or different temperaments
tbey had to deal with, Ibey have themselves been cautious
in every public or < facial proclamation 01 tbeir enterprise
to avoid any acknowledgment of a design of revolution.
Whatever the intrinsic motive of their assault has been,
however violent and revolutionary their proceeding, tbe
official attitude they bave assumed is tbat of States assert¬

ing their right to a peaceful and constitutional retirement
from the Natioual Union. Tbey proclaim a right of seces¬

sion as tbe sole basis of tncir actios ; whilst it is too un¬

happily*evident tbat both their design and practice are re¬

volution in ita boldest and rudest form of exhibition.
Their proclamation it intended for tbe world, and more

especially for that Kuropvai; v,'orld whose syrapsthy tbey
tave evi ked, whose aid they have expected, and whose
mor^l support jt w®s deemed ail important to conciliate.
Tbey were too astute nop to perceive tbat whilst their

scheme wss simply a design to destroy the {/nion by a

daring and impious act of violence, and upon its ruins to
construct a separate empire of tbeir own, adapted to tbe
polity suggested by their personal ambition anl the greed
of a fancied boundless wealth, they would hold a vantage
ground in ths groat ntjarrel b) keeping out of view every
consideration which might infer tpeir ac»nuwk-dgm«jnt of
a rebel position.
We msy easily recount the obviou* disadvantages which

such an avowal would have thrown in their way. and which
the secession theory.if the world could be persuaded to

tcnredit it.would avoid.
First. 1 he ac|4f.owk*l»mei»t of . revolutionary move.

ment would (as I have hitlisrtv had occasion ts remark)
have carried the admission thit they were tbe aggreaaors
fS the war; that war was contemplated by them as the

neeeaaary a*d premeditated means of their success, and
was, consequently, an aet of their own making.for revo

lution always implies rebellion, and rebellion ia war.

Second. It would have ailenced at once that popular
outprj against coerrum which was found so effective in
tbe bnginning of tbe ^uaf rel in exciting a prejudice against
the Government, by obarging it with the perpetration of
a flagrant outrage against States that were merely assert

jog their constitutional rights, for rni."!!;^" !*.¦.. \[-
iiature aggreasire, eyery man would Acknowledge that the
Government would l ebut in the performance of ita clearest
duty in arraying the force of the country to resmt the
mow aimed at it and to punish the assailant If there be
any obligation more distinctly sanctioned by tbe concur

rent opinion of mankind or the law of nations, and the
neglect of which is stigmatijed by a deeper dsgrac* than
any other in tbe spbere of public duty, It is that which is
demanded of every nation to protect the welfare of ita
paop|0 against " privy conspiracy, sedition, and rebellion"
-thoae three grievous plagues of organized society against

which the church weekly invokes the delirnrariee of
Heaven If, therefore, the rebel leaders had announced

their desigu m one of revolution seeting to overthrow th«

laws nod break up the established order of the Uuiou by
violent application of force, there wm uo man amongst
them so obtuse as not to be capable of seeing bow aeuae-

less tnuat have boeu the complaint against the President
for luvokiug Ibe aid of the uulitary power of the oountiy
to resist tbeui
Third They kuew that a soheuie of revolution, being »u

appeal to thoae who are discontented with the Government
to rebel agaiuat it, only addresses itaelf to auch aa believe
in ita expediency, and leavea all who do not assent to that

expediency at libel ty to refuse their aid ; that thia freedom
of action would, in the first stages of the movement, have
allowed a large portion of the people of the South the op¬
portunity to stand firm to their loyalty aad refuse to take

any share iu the revolt against their country; whilst, on

the secession theory, the State would act in its sovereign
capacity, and, by declaring the separation complete, would
ezart the obedience of its citizens. In the first case, the

oitizen would regard himself aa an iudividual free agent,
with full liberty to decide upon his own conduct; in the

latter, he would be overborne and coerced by a corporate
authority olaiming his allegiance and subordinating his
individual will to what is called the public interest.

Fourth. Revolution also iu'ers another and still more

embarrassing right.that of coubter revolution. If the

State may rebel against the National Government, why
may not an aggrieved or discontented portion of the peo¬
ple of the State rebel agaiuat the State t Rebellion is a

teacher of " bloody instructions" which may " return to

plague the inventor." What argument can Virginia, for

example, make in favor of a revolt against the authority of
the Union, that may not be used with tenfold foroe by her
own western counties to justify a revolt against her 1 Vir¬
ginia herself bad really uo definable grievance against the

Union. She was absolute mistress of her own domestic
government, and could freely enact and execute all laws
which ahe might deem necessary to her own welfare within
her own limits. No human power oould interfere with
her there. 8he has never yet indicated a single item of
grievance resulting from the acts of the Federal Govern*
ment. In fact that Government has always been, in great)
part, in her own bauds, . r under the control of her influ¬
ence. If she baa not been happy aud presperous it is

simply her own fault. I mean
_
to say she has no cause

whatever to exouae ber rebellion against the Union. Yet
she revolted ; we may say, gave to the revolution a coun¬

tenance and support without which it would have speedily
sunk into a futile enterprise. Having come into it, she
aesuined the right to compel her unwilling citizens to cast
their lives and fortunes into the same issue. A large por¬
tion of her people, comprising the inhabitants of many
counties in the mountain region of the Alleghanies, have

always been distinguished.aq, indeed, seems to be the
characteristic of all our mountain country.for their strong
attachment to the Uuiou. These people have an aversion
to slavery and have been steadily intent upon establishing
and expauding a system of free labor. Tbey have, there¬

fore, very little in common, either of sentiment or inter¬
est, with the governing power of the State. When, there¬
fore, the question of secessiou was submitted to them

tbey voted against it. From that rnomeut tbey were

marked, and when the 8tate, under the control of ita low¬
land interest, raised the bauuer of revolt, its first move¬

ment was to invite the Southern army to occupy the
mountain distric's to overawe and drive the people there,
not only into submission to the dominant power of the
State, but into active hostility against the Union. To
this end theae loyal people were pursued with a bitter

persecution, harried by a ruffian aoldiery, hunted from
their homes into the mountain fastnesses, their dwellings
burut, their crops destroyed, tbeir fields laid waste, and
every other cruelty inflicted upon thein to which the

savage spirit of revolution usually resorts to compel the
consent of those who resist its command. .The inhabitants
of these beautiful mountain valleys are a aimple, brave,
and sturdy people, and all these terrors were found in¬
sufficient to force them iuto an act of treason. They re¬

fused, aud in their turn revolted againat this execrable
tyranny and drew their swords in favor of the Union.
What more natural or righteous than such a resistance?
And yet Virginia affects to consider this the deepest of
crimes, and is continually threatening vengeance against
what she calls these rebels.Virginia, the rat-el, de¬
nouncing rebellion !
Her own plea is that she has only itctdtd, but Western

Virginiarrbelt.there is a gieat difference.
The Southern Confederacy, like Virginia, sees this great

difference iu the two categories, and is quick enough to
take advantage, aa occasion serves, of that which suits its
purpose.
The same state of things exists in Eastern Tennessee,

in Western North Carolina, in Arkansas, and even in parts
of Georgia and Alabama Counter revolution would be
rife in many districts, if the rebel Government did not sup-
preas it with an iron hand and subjugate the people by the
pretence of military foroe. Even this would be impossible
if tbey had not insinuated into the popular mind of the
South, as largely aa they have done, the conviction of a

right of secession, and persuaded the country that they
were acting on that theory and were but asserting the le¬
gitimate sovereignty of the States.
Western Virginia, for t*m years, endured the privation

and suffering of thi« cruel and wicked attempt to eoforce
its submission and compel it* people to abjure their
etrnest and eager allegiance to tbe Union : two years that
left theui without law. without any of the apparatus of
government, helpless in every thing but their own firm
resolution and voluntary self-eontrol as an orderly commu¬
nity ; until, finding themselves under a necessity for organi¬
zation, they erected tbeir broken community into a govern¬
ment claiming ita foundation in a just and righteous revo¬

lution, and in that character sought a place in tbe Unioo.
Congress assented to tbeir claim, and holding them as

loyal men, constituting a majority in number of the whole
people of Virginia who retain a lawful citizenship in that
State, accorded to them the right to express tbe voice of
the State in favor of the division which thus gave a new

member to tbe Union.
What lawful objection can the South make to this coun¬

ter revol))tion, put the simple, aud, iu toe actual state of
tbe case, absurd idea that it ia not itaelf pursuing a career

of revolution, but only a constitutional right of aeceasion T

Lastly, I may add to tbe considerations which have ope¬
rated upon the mind of tbe Southern leaders in tbeir en¬

deavor to persuade the world that tbey are not amenable
to the responsibilities of a rebellion, one wh,ch 1 have

j,re«t»nted in a former letter, aud <*l»ich I hri» lly repeat
heie aa ueceasary to tbe completeness of this summary.
Tbe inauguration of a rebellion Impoees upon thoae who

attempt it the necessity of showing a just canse for such
an awaault upon the peace of society. It must be no casual
disturbance of the welfare of a district, no faneied ^o^si-
blfl wrong Impending over tbe future, no motive of fac¬
tious ambition, but a raal, present, permanent element of
actual or prospective discontent which is beyond the reach
of peaceful redress through tbe appointed forms of amend¬
ment, but which is so radicated in the constitution of gov.
ernment that nothing short of forcible res star.ee can re¬

move it. Tbe writers in tbe interest of lefitimiey, aa

that is underst.tod in European taw, say it must be a eon-

dition of intolerable and irremediable oppreaaion. Our
American doctrine doea not go so far as that. We sub¬
stitute for it a reasonable apprehension of an incurably
perversion 01 government towards tbe invasion of pubiio
or private rights. And, even in that case, revolution can¬

not justly be resorted to until, by appeal to all the normal
or anpointed means of redress, it is proved that remedy ia
boneless. Short of these conditions, resolution is the
greatest of Crimea, the blacker in proportion to the un¬

reality of the asserted grief or the neglect of the resort to
t!ie ordained process of amendment. Indeed, it is difficult
t» conceive of any jnstiftablo mufclve to revolution in a

popular representative government, where the whole sov¬

ereign power resides in the people themselves, and tbeir
constitution and laws are snb|ect to any amelioration sug¬
gested by the popular will. Certainly the founder of oof
Government supposed tbat, in tbe scheme they matured,
tbey had forever extinguished the right of revolution.
But those I have enumerated are, at least, the condi¬

tions to which the leaders of tbe present rebellion
be bound to submit their action if they confess a design to
overthrow the Union by force; and, confessing that de¬
sign, they would occupy simply the position of rebels fnlly
aware of the hazards aud tbe penalty of tbeir undertaking,

and presumably ready to meet tbeui. In that view they
become liable to be treated an traitor* tbey, their aiders
and abettor* Tbey lute all claim to tb*> proU ction of tie
laws, aud, suit more emphatically, to llir< light to exercise

any privilege of national citizenship. They tuu bold no

ottioe, State or Ft deial, which iu ^Iico alf'giince to tbe

Government; tbey abjure or renounce all right to give A

vote iu either State or national affairs where tbe qualifica¬
tion demands national citizenship; they are enemies,
while iu arms, to be met in mortal conflict; when sub
dued, they are oulprits, depeudeut upou the clemency or

the justice of the Government.
It waa to avoid theae conclusions, as I have said, that

the authors of this movement have beeu careful to vail
their proceeding under the official proclamation of the

right of aeoeation.
Tbey have found it a difficult task to reconcile the im-

petuoua rashness of their career with this tt.eory. Seces¬

sion, if honeatly conceived to be a right, and honestly
pursued, would have (ought, at least, a preliminary parley
iu a convention. It would have moved slowly along
through all the customary forms of debate. It would have

published a manifesto of its motives for tbe separation and

calmly laid down tbe law which defined its privilege, and
have shown tbe unarimity of the Southern people in the
belief of it. None of these tbiugs has it dune. The con¬

ductors of the proceeding began in a paroxysm of impetu¬
ous enthusiasm; asserted their purpose iu a geueral muster
of their forces; put every State iu arms, and furnished
their magazines of war; boasted of their prowess, with
threats of seizure of the Capital, and even of invasion aud

oonquest of tbe North ; glorified themselves with the im¬

agination of an unlimited control over the sympathy and
interest of foreign Powers, which they confidently con¬

templated as prompt and irresistible allies. Their lan¬

guage was not only that of arrogant dictation, but of eager
and bloody defiauce. They rushed forward with a pre¬
cipitation which seemed, and no doubt was intended, to

preclude all reflection or inquiry into the merits of the
cause. There was the ominous glimmer of predetermined
war in every step that was taken. Their first act whs to
close tbe courts against the recovery of debts, which was

sufficiently explained, in the sequel, by the confiscation of
all moneys due to Northern creditors. The Charleston
Mercury, exulting in the approach of the day for assem¬

bling the State Convention, maliciously spoke of secession
as "quasi war," which would justify, what it com¬

mended, the sequestration of all property in th V South

belonging to Northern citizens. They seized tbe national
forts and arsenals wherever they could lay their hands on

them; insulted the natioii and disgraced themselves by a

contemptible act of contrived treachery in compassing the
surrender of the army in Texas by the complicity of its

own officers. They want money, and they seize the mint
at New Orleans; arms, and they seize the manufactory
at Harper's terry; ships, cannon, and naval stores, and

they forcibly take possession of tbe navy yard at Qosport,
and pounce upon revenue cutters, private steamers, and
merchant vessels at their moorings ; tbey even exhort and

encourage officers of the navy, to whom the nation had
confided tbe guardianship of its honor aud its flag, to be¬

tray that sacred trust, by an act too base to find expres¬
sion in tbe vocabulary of execration. All these things are

done, for thj most part, iu the States where they were

perpetrated, before they bad even laid the flimsy founda¬
tion of an ordinance of secession, and done, too, by the
orders and assistance of men who have wearied the public
ear with the ceaseless vaunt of their chivulry

Senators and Cabinet Ministers, as well as officers of
the army and navy, did not scruple to reLaiu their posts
for no other reason than tbe advantage it gave them in

striking a more sure aud deadly blow at the huart of the
Government which had elevated tbem to these hooors

History, in its .most revolting chapters, does not furnish a

page of deeper infamy than that engendered by the mad.
ness of this wicked zeal to destroy. Perfidy would seeui

to have risen to tbe rank of a cardinal virtue ;
" tanta vis

morbi, uti tabes, civium aminos iuvaserat
'I hese acts, let me repeat, were chiefly tl.e forerunners

of the deed of secession, perpetrated in a time of peace,
and whilst tbe National Government was yet in tb»« hands
of the perpetrators, a helpless, compliant, and almost will

ing accessary to their design; wheu tbe small national
anny and navy were scattered far and wide; when that
untrained military power which sleeps in the bosom of the

Republic, aud which no peril bad yet awakened, could not

possibly have been arrayed to meet tbe emergency ; when
the public mind was palsied by tbe nuddeu stupor which
this incredible outrage bad cast upou it. Iu these circum¬

stances was tbe peaceful process of secession set tin foot
and the deceived masses of tbe Southern States stimulated
into that unnatural frenzy which wildly hurried tbxrn into
a treason from which retreat soon became impossible.
When thia drama of Secession came to the stage of its

formal enactment in the passage of the secession ordinances
it was characterised by frauds only more stupendous than
those I have described, because they implicated a greater
number of actors and spread over a wider surface.
Whilst aome of the States, perhaps a majority of them,

were in earnest in their resolve to secede, the most iiu.
portant States were not; and if the people in these bad
been left to the free expression of their wish they would
have refused. The Convention of Virginia had been elected
by a vote which was laigely against secession, and tbe
legislature which authorized that Convention had taken
care to provide that no ordinance of secession should have
any effect unless ratified by a subsequent expression of the
popular will in the regular election. When tjie Conven¬
tion assembled at Richmond there was a majority of ita
members oppoaed to the ordinance. The scenes that were

enacted in the sequence of the proceeding by which that

majority wji reduced to a minority are only partially
known to tbe country. Whilst the sessions were opeu to
tbe public observation tbe majority held its grounJ, but I
amidst what perils and appliances every inhabitant of
Richmond at that time knows. Tbe best men of the State,
and there were many, who had dared to speak in the Con.
vention in favor of tbe Union, were exposed to the grossest
insults from tbe mob that $lled the lobbies and by whom
they wei*. pursued with hooting* and threats to their own
dwellings. Still, no vote could be got sufficient to carry
the ordinance. The Convention then resolved to exclade
tbe public and roannge their work in secret session. *'rom
that day affairs took a new turn. The community of Riqh-
moud was filled with strife, ^'be friends « f tbe Union,
bot|j in tbe Gouvenuop and out of it~a large number of
persons.were plunged into the deepest anxiety and alarm.
Tbey felt that the cause was lost and that the sentiment
of the msjority of tbe 8tate would be overruled. Quarrels
arose. Ardent and reckless men were distempered with
passion. It was no longer safe to d:,»<,u** the subject of
the day in the stress. The hotels were filled with stran¬
gers, loud, peremptory, and fierce. A friend of the
eould not mingle in these crowds v,-itb*u» certainty of in¬
sult. nor even sometimes without danger of personal vio¬
lence. Tbe recusant members of the Convention were
plied with every expedient to enforce their Emission.
The weak were derided, the timid bullied, tbe wavering
cajoled ^;th false promises aud false representations of
$he state of opiniou In tbe country. Those who oould not
be reached by these arguments, but who were found pli¬
able to more genial impulses, wre assailed by flattery, by
tbe influences of friendship, by the blandishments of the

dinner table, and finally carried away by the wild enthu¬
siasm of midnight revelry. If the Convention had sat in

Staunton or Fredericksburg.any where but in ^>hrnood.
no ordinance of secession pould have been passed. As it
was, jt was a work of long and sinister industry to bring
it about. It becanfe necessary to fire the people with new

and startling sensations.to erne the public mind with
excitement Tu this end messages were sent t» Charles¬
ton to urge the bombardment of Sumter. Tbe fort was

accordingly assailed and forced to snrrender, notwithstand¬
ing an assuranne from the commander that he could not
bold out three days for want of provisions The Presi¬
dent's proclamation calling out tbe militia.which was the

necessary and esp. cted rons q n nr;e of this outrage.
supplied all tbe rsge that was wanted. Tbe wh<de Nout'h
became ablate. Men lost all self-eoutrol, and were ready
to obey any order. 1 tie vot« of the Convention had been
canvassed from time to time during this pi^oes* of ripei.
ing tbe mind for the not of secession, and it was now found
that it might be successfully put It was taken three

days after the surrender of Fort Sumter, snd the public
were told that it was oarried by a large majority. Kubte

queut disclosures show that upward* of tlfty of ita
bers stood firm and preserved their equanimity in this great
tempevt of paarioo The icene at the taking of the rote
ia described b/ uue of the members m resembling the riot
of a hospital of lunatics.
The ratification of thiit act was yet to be gone through,

as prescribed by the law, in a vote of the people to be
takeu iu May. 'l'hat proceeding was substantially iguored
in all that followed. An appointment of iiieuibera to the
rebel Congress was immediately made, to represent the
State iu the Provisional Qoverumeut then established at
Montgomery. The Presideut of the new Confederacy
was forthwith invited to tend an army into the State; and
accordingly, when the month of May arrived, troopa were
atationed iu all those counties where it tvaa supposed any
couaiderable amount of loyalty to the Union existed
amongst the people. The day of eleotion appointed for
the ratification found thi* force atationed at the polls and
the refractory people mastered and quelled into ailence.
Union men were threatened in their Uvea if they ahoald
dare to vote against the ordinauoe; and an influential
leader iu the movement, but recently a Senator of tie
United State*, wrote and published a letter hinting to
thou* who might be rash enough to vote againat aeceaaioa
that they must expect to be driven out of the State. Of
course, the ratitic itiou found no opposition in any doubtful
couuty. I do not aay that, in a free vote, it might sot
have beeu cairird. Harper'a Ferry and the Goaport Navy
Yard had both, iu purauauce of that policy of profitable
sensation-making, been seized in the interval after the pas-
sage of thu ordinance, and the passions of the people h»d
been still more fiercely wrought up to a fury that had ban¬
ished all hope of reflection; but my object ia to ahowthat
the whole secession movement was planned and conducted
iu the spirit of headlong revolution and premeditated war.

In Tennessee the proceeding waa even leea orderly than
iu Virginia. Iu Missouri it was no better. The attempt
was made to carry Kentucky and Maryland by the aame
arts and the aame frauds, but utterly failed. Maryland
has repudiated secession and ita abettora with a peraiatent
and invincible loyalty. Kentucky, under aevere triala and
in the actual contest of civil war, has bravely and honora¬
bly reserved her faith and repelled every aaaault. Se¬
cession has never won an inch of her aoil that it did not
temporarily win by the sword, and was not again foroed
to abandon. Iu not less than seven or eight eleotiona
she declared her unalterable fealty to the Union by over¬
whelming majorities. There has never been the amalleat
ground for a pretence of her acceptance of a place in the
Southern Confederacy.where, nevertheleaa, ahe ia feigned
to be represented by members in both Housea of the rebel
Congress.not one of whom would dare lo ahow fciwmif
openly iu the district he affects to repreaent. We are at
a Inss to iuiBgiue any pretext to claim this attuoeh and
loyal State as one in that treasonable fellowahip, unless it
be that, being the birth-place of their President, it ia ne¬
cessary to claim it for the Confederacy to avoid the awk¬
ward conclusion of his ineligibility to hia post by the dis¬
qualification of being a foreigner.

It is mit necessary to pursue further the history of these
events ax they were developed in the firat atage of thia
ferocious assault upon the Union. Thoae I have brought
into view are quite sufficient to afford ua an unmistakeable
index to the purpose aud temper of the Southern leaders.
They denote rebellion aud uothing but rebelliou against
the lawful Government of the United States.rebellion
conceived in the bitterest hostility and perpetrated with
immediate recourse to arms. They prove the diasimula-
tion of that official challenge to the world to recogniae in
this terrible attack upon the public order an honest aaaer-
tion of a constitutional right. They cast an air of shock¬
ing mockery over that peevish plaiut which eame up every
where, at that day, from the depths of the secession.' all
we a«k is, h i H3 uloHf. !'
The movement was revolution.an attempt to break to

pieces an existing dynasty by force; and history will ao
describe it. Let it be measured by the law of revolution.
If the Nutional Government has grievously failed in ita
duty to any State, afflicting it with an irremediable wrong
.let it be B'i judged and the revolution vindicated. If, on
the other hand, the Government of the Union baa done
them no wrong; if these complaints have grown oat of
the mere illusion of a heated fancy; still mere if thia
wild and reckless outrage upon the peace of society baa
been prompted by the insolence of ambitiou, and tb*
credulous hosts of the South have been perauaded by
fraudulent misrepresentation to lift their hands againat the
paternal and beneficent Government which has protected
them and giveu them the inappreciable blessings of a grand
and powerful republic ; and, above all, if the contrivers of
this flagitious plot have been pandering to the rival enmity
of the great Powers of the earth to win their aid in thia
parricidal enteiprii>e and have sought, by the unutterable
baaeQesa of complicity with them, to shear the American
people of that strength which has made them and their
institutions the refuge of oppressed freedom throughout
the world.then, we say, let them be held to the atrict
responsibility of that immense orime.
And, again, if there really be any considerable portion

of the people of the United Stales.sufficiently consider*
able to originate authentic opinion.who believe in the
doctrine of secrtaiou and are capable of the enormity of
this revolt to bring it into exercise.then, also for that
reason, let the war go on until every fibre of that peatilent
heresy is cut nut and forever destroyed in thefire ofpopular
censure, that no germ of it may remain to engender a new
growth of disaster and rmri in this beautiful garden of
American liberty. PAUL AMBROSE.

THE MALDEN ROBBERY AND MURDER.

Speaking of this foul crime the New York Commercial
Advertiser says:
"We notice that many of the Boston clergy made the

history of this miserable man (Edwio Green) the theme of
their discourses on Sunday last, holding it forth as a aa
l-iinii warning to the young men of their congregations,and entreating hem to mark the process by which he sunk
to ruin. I here is new] of these warnings and caution*
in all parts of onr land. Our young men are living too
fast. Kxtravagance, improvidence, love of pleasure and
show, and dishonest indifference to the aceumalation of
debt, are characteristic of thousands of our youth. Theytlijnk it disgraceful to live frugally and within their mean*.T^e. habits tbey tbrm not only exhaust their pecuniary
m^ans and compel them t»> run into debt, but tbeir Moral
sense becomes ot>tn»e, and every noble and manly feelingI*rrnshed out, till they are prepared to yield to temptationsand to commit crimes of the darkest hue to relieve them
selves of debt, or to keep up the diaplay and the aelf-indot-
gence to which they have beeoiue enslaved. .Hundreds of
young men in thi; city are living in a style and at an ex¬
pense whioh cannot be sustained by their earnings er by
any honest means, and tbey can have no bope of meetingtheir obligations hor\e«tly. Tbey must rob or cheat bomb
body to keep u^ |h.» show for any length of time."

TflJt PROCEEDS OF A GRbAT FAIR.
The managers of the Cincinnati Fair for the SanitaryCommission have paid over to the Commission $220,000.Tha following account of " disbursements" shows the et

peuse of oarr>ing on the Fair;
Paid rent f r Mojart K >ou»- three weeks $J,000 Oft
Paid rent for Greenwood Hall, Palace Garden and

tw«> rooms, 17 < Vine a reel 1,003 S3For foods to resell upon tablet, and refreshments
at ilimug saloon

. 15,.T il 77
Lpmon eonntorfeit aed inun Hied notes 116 70
Paid for tmtld ntr. fitting np same with fnrnitnre,l>riniinir, coal, stationery, l«t>or, Ate if^4t>l 84Pntd over to ftanit*ry Ormmisrion 9Sft,N06 Ml

1 85 I 61

Balance in treasury February $I,7M 1ft
From expenses of building, tin! should be dsdueted sale

of two hasatrs and Palace Garden, amounting to about
$13,000, and also sundry receipts for fnrnitnre, dre. paid
into the treasury.
On Tuesday, while a clerk in the New York custom¬

house was engaged in stowinftaway three bags ef gold. .

each containing, it hi said, tbe sum of five thousand dollar*,
one of them was s'.olen, and no trace bas since been die
covered as to the whereabonts either of the bag or its pur-
loiner. The office was crowded at the time of the theft by
parties paying dutiea.

Judge NkLMON, of the Unite I States Circuit Court ot
Minnesota, has decided that citiaens of States in rebellioo
are to bo considered as enemies, and are not entitled to
sue in that cuurt. The decision was mado in the eaee of
Israel G. Nash, of Saicm, North Carolina, complainant*
against Lyman Dayton et al., of St. Paid, citiaens of Min¬
nesota. /


